Anti-Corruption Legislation of the Republic of Lithuania 
The Criminal Code (CC) 
Article 282 of the CC defines the acceptance of a bribe as accepting, promising to accept or demanding of a bribe by a public official or a civil servant, for himself or herself or for anyone else, for him or her to act or refrain from acting, to make a decision, vote or express an opinion in favour of a bribe-giver, or the promise to do so. 
Acts or refraining from acting by a public official or civil servant listed in part 1 of this article are regarded as an acceptance of a bribe, promise to accept a bribe or demand of a bribe no matter that he or she had no right or could not perform the acts, when discharging his or her official duties, for which the bribe had been taken, a promise to accept given or a demand had been placed. 
The CC also stipulates other corruption-related crimes. These include abuse of office, refraining from official duties (non-feasance), fraud (related to document handling) in office (malfeasance), exceeding one’s authority, commercial bribery, acceptance of undue remuneration, etc. 
Abuse of office is an intentional abuse of office by a public official or a civil servant in the interests adverse to such office and done for personal gain or by inflicting damage to the state or to other parties (Art. 285, CC). 
Office shall be defined by the status of a public official or civil servant as well as by the functions laid out in the employment agreement and duties defined by applicable laws and regulations. 
Under Article 290 of the CC, a public official is a person who works for state, government, municipal, law enforcement, state control and supervision and similar institutions and performs the functions of a public office holder or the one who has administrative powers. 
A civil servant is a person performing certain duties (excluding economic-technical functions) in an institution, enterprise, organisation and who receives remuneration from the state or municipal budget but does not have the powers of a public official. 
Public officials include: 
the President of the Republic of Lithuania, Members of the Seimas, Prime Minister, Chairperson of the Board of the Bank of Lithuania, State Controller, Ministers, Seimas Ombudsmen and Ombudswomen, Representative of the Government in the County, County Governor, Council members of local governments, Mayors, Neighbourhood chief executives, Judges and notaries public, Prosecutors, Investigators, Interrogators, Employees of the Ministries of National Defence and Internal Affairs, the State Security Department, the Customs Department under the Ministry of Finance, as well as police officials, managers, their deputies, inspectors, etc., of the departments performing the functions of control and supervision. Administrative powers means supervision over the activities of the above-mentioned institutions and structural divisions thereof (or over certain spheres of their activities), planning and control of said activities, organising subordinates’ work, maintaining discipline, performing scheduled and undercover assignments, organising a technological process, etc. 
Such administrative powers are vested in the Advisor to the Vice-Chairperson of the Parliament, Advisor to the President, managers of their Chancelleries, Representative of the Government for Press Relations, head managers of ministries, departments, services and their deputies, etc. 
              b.   Other anti-corruption laws 
· 1 January 1996 Law on Reporting Residents’ Property requires declaration of residents’ property and income based on taxes and other mandatory charges due to be paid to the Government; 
· 19 June 1997 Law on the Prevention of Money Laundering provides for preventive measures against money laundering as well as government bodies accountable for their implementation; 
· 26 June 1997 Law on the Grounds for Lawfulness of Property Acquired and Income Received by Persons obligates the persons suspect of or charged with a serious crime committed for personal gain, as well as close relatives or family members thereof and other persons related to the defendant to ground the lawfulness of income or property acquired; 
· 1 July 1997 Law on the Prevention of Organised Crime regulates the application of preventive measures against individuals and criminal enterprises whose actions pose a threat to public safety or may socially and economically precondition organised crime; 
· 2 July 1997 Law on the Adjustment of Public and Private Interests in the Public Service ensures that holders of public office make decisions solely in terms of the public interests, secures the impartiality of the decisions; 
· 12 January 1999 Law on Financing Political Parties and Political Organisations aims at avoiding political corruption as well as ensuring lawfulness and transparency of funds used by political parties and organisations; 
· 15 January 1999 Government Decision No 62 approved the Programme on Organised Crime and Corruption Prevention that provides for a comprehensive range of measures and ways of implementing corruption prevention and control; 
· 3 June 1999 Law on Public Procurement provides for public procurement of works and services by government bodies and local authorities, enterprises, agencies or organisations; procurement is monitored by the Public Procurement Agency under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania; 
· 17 June 1999 Law on Public Administration defines the subjects of public administration of the Republic of Lithuania, the principles of their activity, sets out the basics for administrative regulation, administration of providing public services and internal administration of bodies; the law also lays down administrative procedures and responsibilities for examining individual requests and complaints; 
· 8 July 1999 Law on Public Service. The law provides for the basic principles of the public service, the status of a public servant, and legal grounds for the management of the public service. 
Pursuant to the Law on the Adjustment of Public and Private Interests in the Public Service, the Seimas passed Resolution No VIII – 1332 as of 23 September 1999, confirming the Chief Institutional Ethics Commission. The Commission deals with the failures of high government officials to adjust their public and private interests in the public sector. 
As one of the anti-corruption measures, a draft law on Anti-Corruption is being developed. A draft law on Lobbying has been submitted to the Seimas for consideration. 
Concept of Corruption 
The concept of corruption is defined in the Law on the Special Investigations Service, which says that “corruption is a politician’s, public officer’s, or civil servant’s use of their official position or the possibilities associated with it to seek illegal advantage for himself or herself or other individuals; in addition, corruption is the provision of such advantages or privileges by individuals or legal entities to politicians, public officers, or civil servants, in return for their illegal favourable action or inaction associated with their official position, as well as other intentional actions which organise, encourage, assist, or intermediate in the commission of the actions mentioned herein”. 
Sanctions for Corruption-Related Crimes 
Sanctions for Civil Service Offences 
The punishment for bribe-taking is confinement for up to 5 years and deprivation of the right to hold certain office or do certain work or be engaged in certain activities within the period of up to 5 years or a fine with the deprivation of the right to hold certain office, do certain work and engage in certain activities for up to 3 year. 
An acceptance of a substantial bribe is punishable by confinement from 3 to 10 years and deprivation of the right to hold certain jobs and other sanctions. 
Taking a “substantial bribe" is considered when the amount of the bribe in cash or in valuables exceeds 150 times the minimum subsistence level (MSL). Currently the MSL is 125 litas or about 31.25 US dollars. 
Abuse of office is punishable by the confinement of up to 4 years and a fine or a fine and other sanctions. 
A person that has given a bribe to a public official or a civil servant is punishable by confinement of up to 3 years, or corrective labour up to 2 years, or a fine. A person from whom a bribe was demanded, as well as a person who has informed law enforcement about bribery prior to the institution of a criminal case on bribery is exempt from criminal liability (Art. 284 of the CC). 
In practice, Lithuanian judges are usually more lenient in their sentences for corruption, i.e., confinement is often suspended. Nevertheless, in the presence of aggravating circumstances, an actual sentence of imprisonment is passed as well as additional punishment, like confiscation of property, stripping of the right to hold certain jobs, to perform certain work or to be engaged in certain activities. 
